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We are resending this week's Condenser to add clarity to which specific statements
were fact-checked in the article below.

Presidential Debate 2020: Fact Checking Climate Change and
Energy Policy Claims

The first debate between presidential candidates left 
much of America reeling. The true discussion was 
bogged down by repeated interruptions, name-calling, 
and personal attacks that left both candidates looking 
less, well, presidential. The spirited rhetoric on climate 
change and energy policy was insightful, but what was 
true?

Condenser adds some context below, among the 
exchange which is presented verbatim.

Chris Wallace: I’d like to talk about climate change.

Vice President Joe Biden: So would I.

Chris Wallace: Okay. The forest fires in the West are raging now. They have burned millions of acres. 
They have displaced hundreds of thousands of people. When state officials there blamed the fires on 
climate change, Mr. President, you said, I don’t think the science knows. Over your four years, you have 
pulled the U.S. out of the Paris Climate Accord. You have rolled back a number of Obama Environmental 
records, what do you believe about the science of climate change and what will you do in the next four 
years to confront it?

President Donald J. Trump: I want crystal clean water and air. I want beautiful clean air.  We have now 
the lowest carbon… If you look at our numbers right now, we are doing phenomenally. But I 
haven’t destroyed our businesses. Our businesses aren’t put out of commission…

Condenser: Mostly True. Overall emissions are trending down, particularly in the energy industry, 
largely due to expanded use of renewable energy sources including natural gas, wind, and solar. 
According to the EPA, emissions from the electric power sector have decreased by approximately 4 
percent since 1990, and carbon emissions are down 13 percent. Nationally, the transportation sector is 
now the largest source of emissions.

However, as part of the Trump’s administration’s commitment to regulatory rollbacks, the president has 
repealed or weakened more than 100 environmental laws and rules which some believe will slow 
progress on emissions reductions.

President Donald J. Trump: …If you look at the Paris Accord, it was a disaster from our standpoint. And 
people are actually very happy about what’s going on because our businesses are doing well. As far as 
the fires are concerned, you need forest management. In addition to everything else, the forest floors are 
loaded up with trees, dead trees that are years old and they’re like tinder and leaves and everything else. 
You drop a cigarette in there the whole forest burns down. You’ve got to have forest management.

Chris Wallace: What do you believe about the science of climate change, sir?

President Donald J. Trump: I believe that we have to do everything we can to have immaculate air, 
immaculate water, and do whatever else we can that’s good. We’re planting a billion trees, the Billion 
Tree Project and it’s very exciting for a lot of people.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-04/documents/us-ghg-inventory-1990-2018-data-highlights.pdf


Condenser: Mostly True. The U.S. officially joined the global “Trillion Trees Project” in August, with the 
goal of planting at least 855 million trees by 2030.

Chris Wallace: You believe that human pollution, gas, greenhouse gas emissions contributes to the 
global warming of this planet?

President Donald J. Trump: I think a lot of things do, but I think to an extent, yes, but I also think we 
have to do better management of our forests. Every year I get the call. California’s burning, California’s 
burning. If that was cleaned, if that were, if you had forest management, good forest management, you 
wouldn’t be getting those calls. In Europe, they live their forest cities. They call forest cities. They 
maintain their forest. They manage their forest. I was with the head of a major country, it’s a forest 
city. He said, “Sir, we have trees that are far more, they ignite much easier than California. There 
shouldn’t be that problem.” I spoke with the governor about it. I’m getting along very well with the 
governor. But I said, “At some point you can’t every year have hundreds of thousands of acres of land just 
burned to the ground.” That’s burning down because of a lack of management.

Condenser: Half True. In an article Thursday for the London-based Independent, Austria's agriculture 
minister Elisabeth Koestinger said, “No, we don’t have any exploding trees in Austria,” but she added that 
“we have found a way to give our trees the space they need. Sustainable management of forests, which 
cover almost half the nation's territory, is important, but not because they're more combustible.”

Chris Wallace: But sir if you believe in the science of climate change, why have you rolled back the 
Obama Clean Power Plan which limited carbon emissions and power plants? Why have you relaxed…?

President Donald J. Trump: Because it was driving energy prices through the sky.

Condenser: Half True. The Obama Administration proposed the Clean Power Plan in 2015, with the goal 
of reducing carbon emissions from electricity generation 32 percent by 2030, relative to 2005 levels. At 
the time, the Environmental Protection Agency said the plan will mean “significantly higher” prices for 
residential and commercial electricity, but the Trump Administration repealed the plan before it went into 
effect in 2017.

Vice President Joe Biden: Why have you relaxed fuel economy standards that are going to create more 
pollution from cars and trucks?

President Donald J. Trump: Well, not really because what’s happening is the car is much less 
expensive and it’s a much safer car and you talk it about a tiny difference. And then what would happen 
because of the cost of the car you would have at least double and triple the number of cars purchased. 
We have the old slugs out there that are 10, 12 years old. If you did that, the car would be safer. It would 
be much cheaper by $3,500.

Chris Wallace: But in the case of California they have simply ignored that.

President Donald J. Trump: No, but you would take a lot of cars off the market because people would 
be able to afford a car. Now, by the way, we’re going to see how that turns out. But a lot of people agree 
with me, many people. The car has gotten so expensive because they have computers all over the place 
for an extra little bit of gasoline. And I’m okay with electric cars too. I think I’m all for electric cars. I’ve 
given big incentives for electric cars but what they’ve done in California is just crazy.

Condenser: True, but… There is currently a federal tax credit in place which includes a $7,500 incentive 
to purchase an electric car, but it was put in place under the Obama Administration.

Trump and some in his administration have actually attempted to end the credits, saying it’s time for the 
industry to stand on its own. Tesla is the largest car maker in the U.S.

Chris Wallace: All right, Vice President Biden. I’d like you to respond to the president’s climate change 
record but I also want to ask you about a concern. You propose $2 trillion in green jobs. You talk about 
new limits, not abolishing, but new limits on fracking. Ending the use of fossil fuels to generate electricity 
by 2035 and zero none admission of greenhouse gases by 2050. The president says a lot of these things 
would tank the economy and cost millions of jobs.

Vice President Joe Biden: He’s absolutely wrong, number one. Number two, if in fact, during our 
administration in the recovery act, I was able to bring down the cost of renewable energy to cheaper 
than or as cheap as coal and gas and oil.

Condenser: Mostly true: In April 2020, Bloomberg New Energy Finance found "Solar PV and onshore 
wind are now the cheapest sources of new-build generation for at least two-thirds of the global 
population.” In the U.S., however, natural gas is still cheaper in some areas such as the Coastal Plain and 
parts of the northern Rocky Mountains.

The Obama administration’s 2009 economic stimulus bill included over $50 billion in spending to promote 
renewable energy, such as wind and solar installations.
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Vice President Biden: …Nobody’s going to build another coal-fired plant in America. No one’s going to 
build another oil fire plant in America. They’re going to move to renewable energy. Number one, number 
two, we’re going to make sure that we are able to take the federal fleet and turn it into a fleet that’s run on 
their electric vehicles. Making sure that we can do that, we’re going to put 500,000 charging stations in all 
of the highways that we’re going to be building in the future. We’re going to build an economy that in fact 
is going to provide for the ability of us to take four million buildings and make sure that they in fact are 
weatherized in a way that in fact will they’ll emit significantly less gas and oil because the heat will not be 
going out. There’s so many things that we can do…

…There’s so many things that we can do now to create thousands and thousands of jobs. We can get to 
net zero, in terms of energy production, by 2035. Not only not costing people jobs, creating jobs, creating 
millions of good-paying jobs. Not 15 bucks an hour, but prevailing wage, by having a new infrastructure 
that in fact, is green. And the first thing I will do, I will rejoin the Paris Accord. I will join the Paris Accord 
because with us out of it, look what’s happening. It’s all falling apart. And talk about someone who has no 
relationship with foreign policy. The rainforests of Brazil are being torn down, are being ripped down. 
More carbon is absorbed in that rainforest than every bit of carbon that’s emitted in the United States. 
Instead of doing something about that, I would be gathering up and making sure we had the countries of 
the world coming up with $20 billion, and say, “Here’s $20 billion. Stop tearing down the forest. And If you 
don’t, then you’re going to have significant economic consequences.”

Condenser: True. Since 1970, more than 270,000 square miles of the Amazon rainforest have been 
destroyed, not by climate change, but by developers who often use fire to clear an area for logging, 
farming, or other uses.

Still, Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro slammed Biden for his remarks, saying it was "difficult to understand 
such a disastrous and unnecessary declaration." As for the $20 billion, Bolsonaro tweeted that he "does 
not accept bribes, criminal land demarcations or coward threats toward our territorial and economic 
integrity."

Chris Wallace: What about the argument that President Trump basically says, that you have to balance 
environmental interests and economic interests? And he’s drawn his line.

Vice President Joe Biden: Well, he hasn’t drawn a line. He wants to make sure that methane’s not a 
problem. You can now emit more methane without it being a problem. Methane. This is a guy who says 
that you don’t have to have mileage standards for automobiles that exist now. This is the guy who says 
that, the fact that-

President Donald J. Trump: Not true. Not true-

Vice President Joe Biden: It’s all true. And here’s the deal-

President Donald J. Trump: He’s talking about the Green New Deal. And it’s not 2 billion or 20 billion, as 
you said. It’s $100 trillion.

Vice President Joe Biden: I’m talking about the Biden plan.

Chris Wallace: Let him go for a minute, and then you can go.

President Donald J. Trump: And rebuild the building.

Vice President Joe Biden: No.

President Donald J. Trump: It’s the dumbest-

Vice President Joe Biden: That is not-

President Donald J. Trump: …most ridiculous…

Vice President Joe Biden: Not true-

President Donald J. Trump: …They want to take out the cows too.

Vice President Joe Biden: Not true.

Condenser: Mostly false, but… Cows produce methane gas, which is a factor related to climate change. 
Those seeking aggressive measures to combat climate change are critical of the dairy industry, but 
Biden’s $4 trillion climate change plan does not promote “taking out cows.”

Biden’s plan, however, has similarities to the Green New Deal, a proposal released by Representative 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) and a blog post on Ocasio-Cortez’s website describing the plan 
said, “The Green New Deal sets a goal to get to net-zero, rather than zero emissions, at the end of this 
10-year plan because we aren’t sure that we will be able to fully get rid of, for example, emissions from 
cows or air travel before then.” Her office removed the post and said it was an error.
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President Donald J. Trump: That’s not true either, right?

Vice President Joe Biden: Not true.

President Donald J. Trump: This is a $100 trillion plan-

Vice President Joe Biden: Simply… Look-

President Donald J. Trump: That’s more money than our country could make in 100 years.

Vice President Joe Biden: That is simply not the case-

Chris Wallace: All right. Let me… Wait a minute, sir. I actually have studied your plan, and it includes 
upgrading 4 million buildings, weatherizing 2 million homes over four years, building one and a half million 
energy efficient homes. So the question becomes, the president is saying, I think some people who 
support the president would say, that sounds like it’s going to cost a lot of money and hurt the economy.

Vice President Joe Biden: What it’s going to do, it’s going to create thousands and millions of jobs. 
Good paying jobs… The fact is, it’s going to create millions of good paying jobs, and these tax incentives 
for people to weatherize, which he wants to get rid of. It’s going to make the economy much safer. Look 
how much we’re paying now to deal with the hurricanes, deal with… By the way, he has an answer for 
hurricanes. He said, maybe we should drop a nuclear weapon on them, and they may-

President Donald J. Trump: I never said that at all-

Vice President Joe Biden: Yeah, he did say that-

President Donald J. Trump: They made it up.

Vice President Joe Biden: And here’s the deal-

President Donald J. Trump: You make up a lot-

Vice President Joe Biden: … we’re going to be in a position where we can create hard, hard, good jobs 
by making sure the environment is clean, and we all are in better shape. We spend billions of dollars now, 
billions of dollars, on floods, hurricanes, rising seas. We’re in real trouble. Look what’s happened just in 
the Midwest with these storms that come through and wipe out entire sections and counties in Iowa. They 
didn’t happen before. They’re because of global warming. We make up 15 percent of the world’s problem. 
But the rest of the world, we’ve got to get them to come along. That’s why we have to get back into the 
Paris Accord.

Chris Wallace: All right, gentlemen-

President Donald J. Trump: Wait a minute, Chris. So why didn’t he do it for 47 years? You were vice 
president-

Vice President Joe Biden: For 47-

President Donald J. Trump: So why didn’t you get the world… China sends up real dirt into the air. 
Russia does. India does. They all do. We’re supposed to be good. And by the way, he made a couple of 
statements. The Green New Deal is a hundred trillion dollars.

Vice President Joe Biden: That is not my plan… The Green New Deal is not my plan.

Pandemic Relief Package Would Include More Help for
Homeowners

House Democrats unveiled a new $2.2 trillion economic relief package 
this week which includes several energy-related provisions, including 
triple funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
(LIHEAP/WIHEAP) Program, which helps families pay for energy bills 
and weatherization, from $1.5 billion to $4.5 billion. The bill would 
require states and utilities to prevent loss of essential services during 
the pandemic.

The package would also give the Energy Department $144.3 million 
for activities related to the pandemic, and it sets aside $50 million in 
funding for environmental justice grants to be awarded by the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

The proposal also includes restoring the $600 weekly jobless benefits, but it is likely to face 
opposition in the Senate due to the cost of the package.
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PSC Budget Seeks $100 Million Expansion of Energy Savings
Program

The Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) wants to
double the amount of ratepayer funding for the state’s
energy efficiency program, Focus on Energy. The proposal,
included in the Public Service Commission’s budget request
to the governor, would put about $100 million a year more
into the program. The PSC estimates the move would cost
less than $1 a month for the average household.

“The more we reduce energy consumption ... the better off all of us are,” said PSC Chair Rebecca Valcq.
“These programs reduce emissions. They reduce the need to go out and look at building generation or
transmission projects. These programs create jobs.”

Created by the Legislature in 1999, Focus on Energy is a ratepayer-funded program to promote energy
efficiency and renewable energy by providing technical guidance and cash rebates to help businesses
upgrade equipment and processes or for homeowners to install insulation or high-efficiency heaters and
air conditioners.

Eleven of the state’s 24 electric cooperatives, and the 81 municipal utilities contribute $8 a year per meter
to help fund the program. Investor-owned gas and electric utilities are required to contribute 1.2 percent of
revenues each year to fund the program, which is run by an independent contractor. (Electric co-ops that
don't participate in Focus on Energy still put up $8 per meter for their own Commitment to Community
energy efficiency programs.)

Audits of the program have shown it generates between $3 and $5 in benefits for every $1 spent.
According to the last program evaluation, Focus on Energy projects completed between 2015 and 2018
are expected to save more than 210 trillion Btu, roughly the amount of energy needed to power 2 million
Wisconsin homes for a year.

Doubling the Focus on Energy budget would result in about 50 percent more energy savings based on a
2017 analysis, and would cut Wisconsin’s carbon emissions by more than 209,000 tons per year.

Scott Manley, legislative director for Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce, said while members
support the program and have benefited from it, the business group opposes any increase to what
Manley considers an “energy tax.”

PSC Commissioner Ellen Nowak also argues this is not the time for increased costs to consumers or
businesses.

“At a time when businesses are closing and families are struggling, asking for a guaranteed rate increase
is irresponsible, particularly when the majority on the Commission has voted to continue a moratorium on
disconnections for nonpayment for any reason,” Nowak said. “These actions will only serve as an upward
driver on rates.”

NRECA Awarded $6 Million Grant to Bolster Cybersecurity
Among Co-ops
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) awarded a $6 million grant 
to the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) to 
expand ongoing research and development of new cybersecurity 
tools.

The Essence 2.0 initiative is a three-year project to deploy cyber 
monitoring to NRECA’s member cooperatives. It uses machine-to-
machine learning to detect and share information about anomalies
in utility network traffic that could result in a breach.

This technology will help determine if a breach is a larger, coordinated attack.

“As cyber threats and threat actors continue to evolve, so must electric co-ops’ capability to defend 
against them,” NRECA CEO Jim Matheson said. “Maintaining the security and resilience of the
grid, and protecting consumer data, requires a flexible approach that draws on a variety of tools, 
resources, and options. The Department of Energy recognizes the importance of this tool to our
sector’s cyber readiness. We believe it will be a valuable resource in our members’ cache of 
cybersecurity preparedness resources.”

This project will be deployed to electric cooperatives early next year.
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New Report is Critical of IOU Executive Pay and Benefits

A new report is taking a swing at compensation offered to the top guns in the nation’s utility industry.
“Pollution Payday” released by the Energy and Policy Institute, finds CEO compensation at the nation’s
19 largest utility companies totaled over $764 million between 2017 and 2019. The highest-paid CEO in
the group, Southern Company’s Thomas A. Fanning, receiving nearly $28 million in 2019.

Due to the pandemic, investor-owned utilities across the country have been mandated to continue
providing service, without the option of disconnection, even in cases of non-payment. Investor-owned
utilities in Wisconsin are reporting delinquency rates of more than 30 percent. As unpaid bills are
mounting, regulators are seeking potential solutions to avoid mass disconnect in the spring, when winter
moratoriums run out.

The writers of the report strongly suggest the executives foot the bill for non-payers. “If Southern
Company’s Fanning took just a 32 percent compensation cut from his 2019 amount—still leaving him with
a compensation of $19 million—Southern could use the savings to immediately wipe out the debt of every
single Georgia Power customer that was over 90 days in arrears on their bills as of the end of July 2020.”

Read more here: https://www.energyandpolicy.org/utilities-executive-compensation-analysis/

Pierce Pepin Celebrates National Drive Electric Week

This is National Drive Electric Week (Sept.26–Oct. 4) and Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services is hosting a
celebration to help raise awareness of the benefits of all-electric and plug-in hybrid cars, trucks,
motorcycles, and more. The co-op has its own Chevrolet Bolt electric vehicle (EV), which made stops at
area towns from River Falls to Prescott all week, where staff provided information about the benefits of
driving EV’s and to co-op’s EV charging units.

Today, Pierce Pepin is offering test drives of the EV from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m at the co-op’s Ellsworth
office, located at W7725 US Highway 10. To schedule a test drive, contact Jay Nesseth at (715) 273-
4355, Ext.114. Drivers must provide proof of insurance.

Award Nominations Due November 6

Ally of Cooperative
Electrification (ACE) Award
Each year, WECA honors the best in
Wisconsin's rural electric cooperative
community with the Ally of Cooperative
Electrification (ACE) Award. Past honorees
have truly made outstanding contributions to
rural electrification in Wisconsin, and we
look to find this year's ACE Award winner.

We ask members of the electric
cooperatives to pinpoint that person who
has made a difference in your co-op, and to
our broader cooperative family.

Nominations due Friday, November 6.

ACE Award
Nomination Information

Herman C. Potthast
Award

Herman C. Potthast was a man of great
dedication to the training and safety of the
rural electric cooperative employees.
Because of his outstanding service,
dedication, leadership, and cooperation, the
JT&S Committee presents a memorial
plaque to be given annually to the worker in
Wisconsin rural electrification who best
represents those qualities of dedication,
leadership, cooperation, and service that
were exemplified by Herman “Potty”
Potthast.

Nominations due Friday, November 6.

Potthast Award
Nomination Information
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WECA Plans for Hybrid Annual Meeting, Virtual Elections
Annual Meeting

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association will hold a hybrid annual meeting this year, with staff and 
the WECA Board attending in-person and delegates and other attendees participating via WebEx or 
Facebook Live. The meeting is planned for November 12, beginning at 10 a.m.

Co-ops that have a director on the WECA board are encouraged to appoint that person as their voting 
delegate. Other co-ops will be asked to identify a delegate who will be given credentials allowing the 
delegate to attend and vote via WebEx.

In addition, each electric cooperative will be given WebEx log-in credentials to allow the member co-op to 
host a meeting location for staff/directors. Others will also be able to join via Facebook Live.

This meeting will be streamlined as a business-only meeting. Please see the current agenda below.

District Elections

District 3 & 4 elections will be held virtually on November 11.

On Wednesday, November 11, at 1 p.m., District 3 will meet virtually via WebEx to conduct an election 
for one seat for the WECA Board of Directors. This is a director-director seat and is currently held by 
Diane Zimmerman, who is terming out and will no longer be eligible to serve. Nominations will be taken 
from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate attending this 
meeting.

District 4 will meet virtually on November 11 at 2 p.m. to conduct an election for one seat for the WECA 
Board of Directors. This is also a director-director seat and is currently held by David Hischke, who is 
eligible to serve another term. Hischke has indicated he is planning to seek another term. Nominations 
will be taken from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate 
attending this meeting.

Current Agenda

Wednesday, November 11
1 p.m. – Virtual District 3 Election (director-director seat)
2 p.m. – Virtual District 4 Election (director-director seat)
3–5 p.m. – WECA Board Meeting with Auditors

Thursday, November 12
9 a.m. – Federated Youth Foundation [hybrid] Annual Meeting
10 a.m. – WECA [hybrid] Annual Meeting
12 p.m. – WECA Board Reorganizational Meeting
(12 p.m. or immediately following the close of the WECA Annual Meeting)

In Memory: Mary Lund
Long-time Dairyland Power Cooperative employee Mary Lund, 70, passed away 
on Sunday, September 27, 2020, following a brief battle with cancer. Lund was 
diagnosed with a rare uterine sarcoma in late 2019. According to her obituary, 
despite early detections, surgery, and chemo trial participations, the cancer 
returned.

Lund graduated as Salutatorian from New Lisbon High School in 1967, 
graduated with honors from UW-River Falls in 1971, where she was the only 
female in the business program. She later graduated with high honors with a 
MS degree from UW-La Crosse.

Lund joined Dairyland Power Cooperative in 1977.

She was promoted to director of human resources in 1985 and became vice president in 2002. She 
retired in 2018 after over 40 years of service in the human resources area. She was a respected 
trailblazer in both human resources and electric utility industry. She was compassionate, accessible, 
courageous, quietly confident, and effective. Her goals were to give HR a more positive credibility and to 
mentor employees.

Lund was a founding member and officer of the national electric utilities HR professionals group, was 
named an Outstanding Woman by the Regional YWCA, and served on several local, state, and 
national boards.

She is survived by her husband, Mike Stanek.

To honor Mary's wishes, no funeral service is planned.

 https://www.martinschwartzfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Mary-L-Lund?obId=18459678
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Covid-19 Watch: More Record-Setting Days

Wisconsin has had more record-setting days of confirmed-cases of
Covid-19 this week.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.

Statewide Supporters
The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association would like to recognize all of our sponsors and associate
members for supporting our efforts on behalf of the state's electric cooperatives, so they may continue to
supply safe, reliable, and affordable electricity to members. Please join us in supporting these partners of
the electric cooperative community.

This week we would like to highlight: 

Federated is the leading provider of property and casualty insurance for rural electric utilities in 42 states. 
In addition to the traditional coverage programs for electric utilities, Federated provides financial 
protection for rural telephone systems and the diverse commercial activities of its members.

All business is produced on a direct basis through internal staff. All underwriting, claims services, and 
administrative functions are handled in-house. This unique position allows Federated to provide 
unparalleled service at an affordable cost.

Contact us to learn about the benefits of membership in Federated.

Federated Rural Electric Insurance Exchange
2144 270th Avenue | Cushing, WI 54006
J. Keith Johnson, CIC, Account Executive
Phone: (913) 568-0252 | Fax: (913) 541-2884
KJohnson@federatedrural.com
www.federatedrural.com
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Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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